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Mission
God calls us by name.  Through an ever-
deepening relationship with Christ, our mission 
is to become who He made us to be, by 
growing in character, loving our neighbor, and 
excelling in academics.



Return to School Task Force:           Purpose:
Joe Zmikly (Principal)
Rebecca Bitonti (Advancement Director and SJS Parent)
Breanne Kelty (K-5 Academic Interventionist and SJS Parent)
Kim Klozik (2nd Grade Teacher)
Miriam Lynch (PK-8 Music Teacher)
Angela Monday (6-8th Grade Science Teacher)
Sue Tyner (PK-8 STEM Teacher)
Kelly Walter (4th Grade Teacher)
Ashley Wilkinson (PK-8 Art Teacher and SJS Parent)
Emily Zande (5th Grade Teacher)

With Special Consultation From:
Fr. Jim Kean (St. Joseph Pastor)
Fr. John Carlin (St. Joseph Associate Pastor)
Laura Knaus (Associate Superintendent, Archdiocese of Detroit)
Jill Barrett (St. Joseph Business Manager)
Gary Marchione (St. Joseph Maintenance)
Carolyn Westmoreland (St. Joseph Technology Director)

Create school policies and 
procedures to comply with 
Michigan Safe Schools 
requirements and execute the 
Archdiocese of Detroit 
Preparedness Plan to provide 
in-person instruction when 
allowed under the Phase-4 
State mandates and at-home 
instruction during Phase 3.



Introduction
This plan is the product of several hours, over the course of several weeks, of thoughtful planning and discussing among 
a diverse team of SJS constituents ςteachers, staff members, parents, and others. Our Preparedness Plan, required by 
ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƻŦ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΤ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
found here: https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/covid19-preparedness-plan. School employees and students 
ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άaŜŘƛǳƳ 9ȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ wƛǎƪέ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ aLh{I!Φ 

hǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ōŀŎƪ-to-school plan, which you are reading now, is how our school specifically intends to execute the AOD 
Preparedness Plan in our unique circumstance and campus. As we planned, we kept two priorities in front of us at all 
times: making sure we were doing everything possible to ensure the safety and well-being of our students and staff, and 
ƻǇǘƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜǎǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ 
We wanted to make sure we went above and beyond the prescribed minimum expectations in both our safety practices 
and academic programming. We also surveyed all our parents and staff members throughout our process to make sure 
our planning was addressing their questions and concerns.

²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ 
shifts in state regulations, in circumstances, and in knowledge and understanding. For this reason, when school starts, 
we will continually evaluate our procedures to make sure they are accomplishing what we hope, and address new 
circumstances as they arise. 

Joe Zmikly, Principal (COVID-19 safety coordinator)

https://www.detroitcatholicschools.org/news/covid19-preparedness-plan


Personal Protection
ϊ All staff will wear facial coverings throughout the day except:

o When eating or drinking

o Unless face coverings cannot be medically tolerated as documented through 

written and signed verification by their physician or health clinic on record

ϊ All students in grades PKwill wear facial coverings when in indoor hallways and 

common areas (such as restrooms and drop-off and pick-up) except:

o When eating or drinking

o Unless face coverings cannot be medically tolerated as documented through 

written and signed verification by their physician or health clinic on record

ϊ All students in grades K-8 will wear facial coverings throughout the day, including in 

classrooms, except:

o When eating or drinking

o Unless masks cannot be medically tolerated as documented through written and 

signed verification by their physician or health clinic on record.

o During designated outdoor breaks



Personal Protection (continued)

ϊ Children in preschool are not required to wear facial coverings in the 
classroom.

ϊ In the classroom, students K-8 will wear facial coverings when working in 
close proximity(such as small reading groups) or when mixing with other 
cohorts.

ϊ Students in grades PK are encouraged to wear facial coverings in the 
classroom if they are able totolerate it, but it is not required (except in the 
previously stated exceptions).

ϊ Students will store their facial coverings in a sealed bag/lanyard when not 
in use.



Hygiene

ϊ Students will be instructed on proper hand washing techniques and will be encouraged 
to frequently wash their hands during the school day.

ϊ Hand sanitizer stations will be strategically located throughout the school building 
hallways. Hand sanitizer and tissues will be available in each classroom. Students are 
also encouraged to bring a personal sized container of hand sanitizer to keep in their 
desk. 

ϊ The school is planning to utilize air scrubbers for each classroom, an electrostatic 
sprayer (handheld and backpack) to clean common areas, social distancing signs, and 
plastic shields for the front office.

ϊ Use of shared materials will be limited. Those few materials that are required to be 
shared will be sanitized between student uses.



School Access 
and Spacing

ϊ ENTRANCE INTO THE SCHOOL BUILDING WILL BE RESTRICTED TO STUDENTS AND 
STAFF ONLY. 

ϊ Student morning drop-off will now have additional locations and door entrances for 
grade levels. Siblings will all enter through the same entrance. Students must be 
masked at drop-off. Grade-level teachers will greet students at the classroom door, 
and specials teachers and staff members will be posted throughout the school as 
hall monitors to welcome, supervise, and guide students in the hallways.

ϊ Temperatures will be taken before entry to the classroom with a touchless 
thermometer. A student with a temperature greater than 100.3 degrees and any 
students in the same vehicle will be sent home.

ϊ End-of-day dismissal will be staggered.  More information to be provided on this 
soon.



School Access 
and Spacing
(continued)

ϊ Classroom desks will be spaced as far apart as possible, or a physical barrier will be 
used. Large pieces of furniture will be removed from classrooms to make more 
room for desks to be spaced apart.

ϊ Water fountains will be wrapped off and touchless refilling stations will only be 
used.

ϊ Students will be required to wear masks on dismissal.

ϊ Outdoor areas will be utilized by teachers, weather permitting, as much as possible.

ϊ If it is necessary to drop off an item to a student, there will be a drop box outside to 
leave the items.



Symptoms & Positive 
Tests
ϊ School officials will notify Oakland County Health 

Department, staff, and students of any possible case of 
COVID-19 while maintaining confidentiality consistent with 
federal and state privacy laws.

ϊ The library (which will not be in use during this time) will be 
the designated waiting area for students that show 
symptoms of COVID-19. Any siblings of a student that 
develops symptoms of COVID-19 will also wait in the library 
with an adult.

ϊ If a case of COVID-19 is confirmed, the Health Department 
will initiate contact tracing and make recommendations for 
returning the school to normal operations. Each case is 
unique ςin some cases, whole groups of people will need to 
quarantine, and in other cases only the affected individual 
will need to. The health department will assess each unique 
situation, and give us their recommendation, which we will 
follow.



Food Service & 
Extracurricular Activities
ϊ [ǳƴŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜŀǘŜƴ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƪΣ 

supervised by the classroom teacher.

o Purchased lunches will be delivered to the classroom in 
individual packages with disposable utensils

o Milk will be available for purchase

o If bringing lunch from home, please bring your own utensils 
and napkin.

ϊ Recess will be outdoors as much as possible and extended.  
Assigned areas will rotate by grade for outdoor recess.

ϊ No field trips or assemblies will be allowed.

ϊ Before and after care will be offered.  Other details to come.

ϊ The offering of after school sports will be at the direction of the 
CYO.


